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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To automatically select a printer which can print data and make the efficiency of 
printing processes high by providing a switching means for printers which outputs print data 
according to the operation state of the printer specified by a client 

CONSTITUTION: The client 2, when connected to the printer driver 32a corresponding to the 
printer 4a, transfers the print data to a printer server through the LAN 6. When the print data are 
stored in a printing wait file 31, a wait state decision part 34 searches the contents of the printing 
wait file 31 and decides whether or not there is only an instruction to the specified printer 4a in 
the LAN constituting this system. Further, a printer state decision part 33 accesses the specified 
printer 4a corresponding to the printer driver 32a. If there is another printing job and the data can 
not be printed immediately, the printer server switches the output destination by an output 
switching part 35 to another printer driver and the process is performed similarly to the 1st printer 
4a. 
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